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Toshiba Tec supports the Sustainable Development Goals

UN Sustainable
Development Goals

> The UN has 17 measurable Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), several of
which are supported by the Toshiba
CarbonZero scheme. This report
focuses on SDG 8: Decent Work
and Economic Growth, explaining
the impact of the Toshiba’s offsetting
programme and its link to this goal.

> SDG 8 is aiming to promote sustained,
inclusive and sustainable economic
growth, full and productive employment
and decent work for all. This includes
supporting micro-scale enterprises
through access to capital.

> The Toshiba CarbonZero Scheme supports
the ongoing activities to rehabilitate and
maintain boreholes in Uganda. These
are mainly boreholes which have fallen
into disrepair, denying communities
access to safe water and forcing people
to boil water to make it safe, thereby
contributing to CO2 emissions.
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FACTS

> The economies of developing countries are mainly
growing at a very fast rate, with average annual growth
rates of 3.1% in 2014, compared to 1.4% for developed
countries. However, the fruits of this growth are not
evenly distributed, with living standards often improving
rapidly in urban areas whilst rural areas are left behind.

> Global unemployment stood at 6.1% in 2015, down from
a peak of 6.6% in 2009. However, this trend is mainly
due to reduced unemployment in developed regions
recovering from the financial crisis and does not reflect
reduced unemployment in developing regions.

> Economic growth and employment are certainly crucial
for poverty alleviation, but mean little to poor rural families
in developing countries if they lack access to capital
to invest in their own income-generating activities.
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL CASE STUDY

Ugandan Borehole Case Study

Alex Ongora lives in Bung village, which is in Kole district in
Northern Uganda. He is 42 years old and he and his wife have 8
children.

He recounts how, prior to the rehabilitation of the borehole in
2013, he lacked access to a safe water supply and his family
was forced to spend vast amounts of time gathering firewood
to boil water to make it safe. This activity would sometimes
account for up to 6 hours per day. When responsibilities
working in the fields at home didn’t allow time to gather
firewood, the family would simply have to drink the unsafe
water collected from a local pool, which would constantly
cause them to become ill and to spend large amounts of
household income on medications. This demonstrates how, in
addition to the CO, caused by the necessity of boiling water,
the lack of access to safe water caused immense problems for
the family to invest in income-generation, as they would either
have to spend large amounts of time that could otherwise be
invested in working on gathering firewood, or would have to
waste money on medication rather than investing it in
productive activities.

Since the repair of the borehole and the arrival of a constant
safe water supply, the fortunes of Alex’s family have changed
dramatically. The time saved has allowed Alex to begin work on
farming chilli peppers on a small scale. This year, he bought

several chilli seedlings at B —
5,000 shillings (£1.06) :
each, each of which has
yielded as much as 2
kilograms of chilli’s, with
each kilogram then sold
at 12,000 shillings (£2.55).
The additional time and
money saved from having
a safe water supply has
therefore allowed Alex to engage in an activity that more than
quadruples his money. These funds can be invested in growing
the business and supporting the Ongora children’s education.
Crucially, it also means that, with the basis of a sustainable
micro-business, Alex would be in a position to apply for a
micro-loan from one of the providers in Uganda in the coming
years, which would allow a substantial growth of his activities
and unlock access to training in small business management.

Alex says: “Thank you Toshiba for the ongoing project which is
helping us to fight poverty in our family with the time saved
from travelling long distances in search of water. My daughter
is now also training as a tailor and we feel very positive for the
future.”

Toshiba’s contribution to the UN Sustainable Development Goals
This case study shows how the project activities in Uganda contribute to SDG 8 in the following ways:

> Rehabilitation of boreholes removes the time and financial burdens inherent in reliance on unsafe water
supplies, thereby unlocking time and funds to be invested in income-generating activities.

> The growth of small business supported by the removal of the barrier of unsafe water allows more sustainable growth
of such businesses, enabling access to capital and professionalisation, which in the long run will grow

the businesses further.

> The additional household income from these businesses also enables families to guarantee education to their children,
thereby supporting their access in the long-term to decent jobs.

For more information about the Toshiba Carbon Zero Scheme please visit our website:

www.toshibatec.eu/about/sustainability/carbon-zero/
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